Minimally Invasive Laparoscopic Surgery in Natrona Heights, PA. We have performed minimally Invasive Laparoscopic Surgery in Dogs and Cats.
What is Laparoscopy?

Laparoscopy is done by making a small incision and inserting a laparoscope or camera into the abdominal cavity. The abdomen is filled with carbon dioxide (a safe, absorbable gas) to easily see all the organs in the abdomen. The images are magnified and viewed on the monitor in the surgery suite. Structures can be easily examined, and if need be biopsies can be taken. With some procedures no extra incisions may be needed even if additional entries or ports are needed they are only one-quarter to one-half inch incisions.

So how does this affect my pet?

So, what is the big excitement about this advance moving into the veterinary world? Very small incisions decrease postoperative pain, risk of infection, and speedy recovery time. Where a traditional incision to do a liver biopsy would be at least six inches on a 40-50 pound dog, a one-half inch incision can give you excellent visualization of the abdomen and multiple liver biopsies. The camera has magnification so that even the tiniest amount of bleeding can be observed and monitored post biopsy.

Spays involve bluntly breaking down the pet’s suspensory ligament which can be painful. In a laparoscopic assisted spay the ligament is cauterized and then sharply cut. During surgery this is noticeable as there is no/little increase in patient’s heart, blood pressure, respiratory rate. These vital signs often increase during a traditional spay. A recent study in the Journal of the American Veterinary Medical Association showed that laparoscopic assisted spays offered 65% less pain than the traditional open spay.

Another great use for laparoscopy is to do gastropexies, a permanent tacking of the stomach to the body wall. This is a procedure that prevents gastric dilation and volvulus, GDV, a potentially fatal condition that occurs in primarily large deep-chested dogs. Again, the typical incision length would be greater than 6-8 inches, but laparoscopically assisted it can be one to two incisions one-half to two inches in length.

